
BUG MAKES 
 

Make a snug as a  

bug hotel 

Autumn is approaching and now is the time to think about taking care of the wildlife 
around us to help them through the winter. Help by 
making a snug shelter for everything from bumblebees 
to beetles, and spiders to woodlice. 

WHAT YOU WILL NEED: 
Plastic mesh or chicken wire, about 

1m x 1m. 

Garden string/ wire/ twine 

Flat piece of wood 

HOW TO MAKE IT: 
Curl the plastic mesh into a tube and tie it in place 
using four twists of plastic covered garden wire or string. 
 

Take some dead  twigs and poke them through the sides of 
the cylinder at the bottom. The twigs overlap to form a 
mesh which stops the leaves falling out of the bottom if 
you pick it up; it also stops the leaves touching the ground 
and helps to stop them getting damp. 
 

Fill the cylinder with dead leaves. 
 
 

Put a piece of old wood/hardboard on top to stop the rain 
getting in. 
 

As the leaves in the Bug Hotel dry-out they will shrink, so 
try to keep some extra ones to top-up the tube. 
 

Once you have made your hotel put it in a quiet corner of the 
garden - preferably somewhere in the shade. As the nights 
start getting colder, bugs will find your hotel and use it as a 
safe dry place to shelter and hibernate. 
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BUG MAKES 
 

Make a mini-

meadow 

HOW TO MAKE IT: 
Sow the seeds in autumn or early spring.  Scatter 
on bare earth (weed free) in full sun.  
 
Do not improve the soil– these plants flourish on 
poor soil.  
 
Once sown, lightly tread the seeds to bring them 
in contact with the soil.  You do not want to bury 
them.  
 
If rain is not forecast, water in lightly.  
Cut back/ strim and remove the seed heads in 
September. 

WHAT YOU WILL NEED: 
Spade—to clear top soil 

3g of wildflower seeds (this should 

cover 1m2 

Watering can 
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Next spring why not create a mini wildflower meadow in 
your backyard.  Nectar rich flowers such as Bird’s foot 
trefoil, Red clover and Greater knapweed are perfect 
for pollinators.  Bees, flies, wasps, moths and 
butterflies are just some of the creatures you might 
find in your mini meadow next summer! So, get sowing!  






