Press Release – Monday 25th June 2007
The Big Essex Bumblebee Hunt is on to save the bumblebee!
The Big Bumblebee Hunt was launched at Wat Tyler Country Park in Basildon last Saturday.  This exciting new survey, run by Buglife – the Invertebrate Conservation Trust, is getting local residents in Essex out and about to count bumblebees in their neighbourhood. 

Bumblebees are one of our most loved animals, but three species have already gone extinct and more than half of Britain’s 22 remaining bumblebees are declining. Professor Germaine Greer is worried about what is happening to Britain’s bumblebees “Bumblebees are being wiped out from the countryside.  They are clinging on in nooks and crannies in gardens and on waste ground, and even on brownfield sites.”  

Essex has some of the biggest population and important strongholds for two endangered bumblebees - the Shrill carder bumblebee and the Brown-banded carder bumblebee. These two bumblebees are particularly fond of flower-rich brownfield sites (derelict land) next to the Thames; however, many of these sites are being developed. More frequent Essex bumblebees include the garden bumblebee, white tailed bumblebee and the common carder bumblebee. 
The survey is simple and fun to do. Buglife has created a simple colour identification chart to help people identify and record your bumblebee by easily recognisable groups. Anyone can take part; young or old, beginner or expert! All people need to do is spend half an hour in good weather looking at the bumblebees in their garden or local public open space. The results will then help Buglife to map the bumblebees in Essex, so they can direct better conservation efforts to save them.

ENDS
For pictures and information contact: diana.cheng@buglife.org.uk or call 01733 201210 
Editor notes: 
1. Big Essex Bumblebee Hunt launched on 23 June took place at Wat Tyler Country Park in Newham. Buglife and the Council Chairman from Basildon Council gave speeches about the hunt and how individuals can get involved. Council Chairman Geoffrey Buckenham speaking at the event said “Bumblebees play a vital role in our economy through their commercial use in pollinating our food crops. They are also one of the most enigmatic of insects, because their colourful features and quiet buzzing noise reminds us of spring and summer. I am very glad to see a project that will raise the profile of bumblebee conservation here, and I hope the people of Essex, will take part in the bumblebee survey and help Buglife to save them.”

A guided bumblebee walk with a bumblebee expert followed after the event. It was popular with both children and adults, who got the opportunity to spot some bumblebees and gain some identification skills. Other activities that took place, included face painting (bugs!) and making bee homes.

2. Buglife – The Invertebrate Conservation Trust is the first organisation in Europe devoted to the conservation of all invertebrates, and is actively engaged in saving Britain's rarest bugs, bees, butterflies, ants, spiders, beetles and many more fascinating invertebrates. Launched in April 2004, Buglife currently has nine members of staff working on diverse projects including brownfield conservation, bumblebee survey, Canvey Wick community project and producing a range of colourful bug posters. For more information on invertebrates and what you can do to help these amazing animals visit www.buglife.org.uk
3. About the Big Bumblebee Hunt The Big Bumblebee Hunt is being run as part of the 'All of a Buzz in the Thames Gateway' project, and is being supported by the Countdown 2010 Biodiversity Action Fund through Natural England, Cory Environmental Trust in Essex and the City Bridge Trust in London.

Survey forms, including detailed instructions, can be requested from Buglife, but they will also be distributed to key locations and organisations throughout the survey area. To encourage people to be ecofriendly, anyone with internet access can find instructions and an online recording form on our website, which will also allow people to do as many surveys as you wish!

Public events are also taking place throughout the summer, and people can find 
information about this and other tips on gardening for bumblebees through the Buglife website at www.buglife.org.uk. 

4. Background information about bumblebees Bumblebees are keystone species, and their job in the web of life is to pollinate flowers. They are really good at their job because they can operate in much lower temperatures and in poorer light conditions than most other bees. By contrast, hive bees need better temperatures and light to function, so in a British climate they can be less effective pollinators that bumblebees.

Bumblebees are also important pollinators of many of our food crops, such as 
raspberries, cherries, apples, runner and broad beans and pears. They are used 
commercially in glasshouses to pollinate our tomato plants. A world without bumblebees is a world with far fewer flowers and fruits!

In the last 50 years bumblebee populations have declined dramatically. The main 
reasons for their decline have been attributed to intensive farming, collateral pesticide damage and insensitive development, which have resulted in the loss of many wildflowers; depriving bumblebees and other insects of important sources of food in the form of pollen and nectar. One species, the Short haired bumblebee (Bombus subterraneus), has not been seen since 1989. Only 6 species of bumblebees are still common and widespread throughout the country.
