Post Launch Press Release – Friday 22nd June 2007

Londoners help stop the plight of the bumblebee 
The Big Bumblebee Hunt was launched at the Thames Barrier Park by Baroness Sue Miller last Tuesday.  This exciting new survey, run by Buglife – the Invertebrate Conservation Trust, is getting Londoners out and about to count bumblebees in their neighbourhood. 
Bumblebees are one of our most loved animals, but three species have already gone extinct and more than half of Britain’s 22 remaining bumblebees are declining.  The UK Biodiversity Partnership recently listed seven species of Bumblebee as in priority need of conservation action.
Michael Buerk, award-winning television reporter and keen natural historian said “It is sad to think that the range of bumble bees - the quintessence of an English summer - should have been reduced so much and so fast. We need to know more about them, so that we can stop their decline and keep them around for future generations to see and enjoy".
London and the Thames Gateway holds important strongholds for some endangered bumblebees, including the Brown-banded carder bumblebee - a lovely gingery-brown bumblebee that is particularly fond of flower-rich old brownfield sites (derelict land) next to the Thames.  More frequent London bumblebees include the Garden bumblebee, White-tailed bumblebee and the Common carder bumblebeebee.  Buglife would like everyone to take part in the survey so that we can map where bumblebees are surviving.
The survey is simple and fun to do. Buglife has created a simple colour identification chart to help people identify and record your bumblebee by easily recognisable groups. Anyone can take part; young or old, beginner or expert! All people need to do is spend half an hour in good weather looking at the bumblebees in their garden or local public open space. The results will then help Buglife to map the capital’s bumblebees, so they can direct better conservation efforts to save them.
ENDS
Editor notes:

1. Big London Bumblebee Hunt launched on 19 June took place at the Thames Barrier Park in Newham. Buglife and Baroness Sue Miller gave speeches about the hunt and how individuals can get involved, followed by a guided walk by a bumblebee expert. Local schoolchildren attended the event, and participants got the opportunity to spot some bumblebees and gain some identification skills.
2. Buglife-The Invertebrate Conservation Trust is the first organisation in Europe devoted to the conservation of all invertebrates, and is actively engaged in saving Britain's rarest bugs, bees, butterflies, ants, spiders, beetles and many more fascinating invertebrates.  Launched in April 2004, Buglife currently has nine members of staff working on diverse projects including brownfield conservation, bumblebee survey, Canvey Wick community project and producing a range of colourful bug posters.  For more information on invertebrates - and what you can do to help these amazing animals - visit www.buglife.org.uk 
3. About the Big Bumblebee Hunt - The Big Bumblebee Hunt is being run as part of the 'All of a Buzz in the Thames Gateway' project, and is being supported by the Countdown 2010 Biodiversity Action Fund through Natural England, Cory Environmental Trust in Essex and the City Bridge Trust in London.

Survey forms, including detailed instructions, can be requested from Buglife, but they will also be distributed to key locations and organisations throughout the survey area. To encourage people to be eco-friendly, anyone with internet access can find instructions and an online recording form on our website, which will also allow people to do as many surveys as you wish!
Public events are also taking place throughout the summer, and people can find information about this and other tips on gardening for bumblebees through the Buglife website at www.buglife.org.uk.

4. Background information about bumblebees - Bumblebees are keystone species, and their job in the web of life is to pollinate flowers. They are really good at their job because they can operate in much lower temperatures and in poorer light conditions than most other bees.  By contrast, hive bees need better temperatures and light to function, so in a British climate they can be less effective pollinators that bumblebees. Bumblebees are also important pollinators of many of our food crops, such as raspberries, cherries, apples, runner- and broadbeans and pears.  They are used commercially in glasshouses to pollinate our tomato plants.  A world without bumblebees is a world with far fewer flowers and fruits!

In the last 50 years bumblebee populations have declined dramatically.  The main reasons for their decline have been attributed to intensive farming, collateral pesticide damage and insensitive development, which have resulted in the loss of many wildflowers; depriving bumblebees and other insects of important sources of food in the form of pollen and nectar.  One species, the Short-haired bumblebee (Bombus subterraneus), has not been seen since 1989.  Only 6 species of bumblebees are still common and widespread throughout the country. 

For more information and photographs of the event contact: diana.cheng@buglife.org.uk or call 01733 201210.
